TOWARDS  A   DEMOCRATIC   REPUBLIC
their privilege. They have been more sagacious than their
guides. The Republic rests above all in the Divine equality of
all hearts. Let us have belief in the greatness of man and in the
immediate inspiration of the young men of France. Pour out
the concord of love, of equality, out of an overflowing heart."
It is easy to criticize all this as empty rhetoric, sentimentalism
run riot, " thinking with the heart and not the head," in
Maurras' words, lack of touch with the realities of politics; it
would be difficult to maintain that these outbursts of poetical
eloquence form a coherent political philosophy. But the fact
remains that they had far more effect than the political phil-
osophy of Maistre, Tocqueville, or any of the men who really
built up political systems. That school of thought, all that
emotional democracy, created the mystical Republican tradition
which was the force of French democracy in the nineteenth
century. By " force " we mean two things. First, the driving
force in the real sense of the term : that men would never have
had the courage to stand out as they did against the Second
Empire if they had had nothing more than an intellectual
belief in the principles of democratic government. To spend
twenty years in exile, to have the courage to stay out voluntarily,
not to return as long as despotism was on the throne, to have
had enough disciples in France to establish the Republic of
1870, all this meant something akin not to political thought
but to religious fervour. Further, nothing short of something
like that enthusiasm could have prevailed against the tempta-
tion of corruption, against the lower side of politics, all that
was, in the Third Republic, done in virtual denial of the
Republican tradition. The great moral revolt of a nation's
•conscience, the way in which France, after being moved to
the very depths by the Dreyfus case, suddenly cleared herself
free of the poison that was destroying her as a moral personality
and made her apology to the whole world by the public vindi-
cation of all the innocents involved, all this was not done by
cool logic or constitutional principle, but by a mystical quasi-
religious faith.
In spite, therefore, of weaknesses and inconsistencies,
Michelet and Quinet did a great work in their college pulpit,
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